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nursery were to remain with him for the whole of his life,
increasing as he grew older* He was a mischievous boy,
determined to have his own way, and not always too scrupulous
about the manner in which he got it* Fanny was his favourite
sister, and he and she would shut themselves in an attic, where
they would play interminable games of soldiers and retell
the tales they had heard from the peasants about their father's
estate* There is a familiar story of the way in which he
defeated Fanny's soldiers in one of their battles. The armies
were drawn up against each other, and the commanders
took turn about in trundling a ball against the enemy or
assailing them through a pea-shooter* Fanny's men fell
in batches, but Charley's soldiers, even when they were
struck by the ball, remained upright* Then she discovered
that her ingenious brother had carefully glued his men to the
ground before the battle began! His turbulent temper
interfered with his education, for neither governesses nor tutors
would put up with him, and he suffered throughout his life
from extensive ignorance* But he had force and determina-
tion, and was able to establish his authority at Avondale
mainly by demanding the obedience of his brothers and
sisters and of the servants* When he could not immediately
exact obedience from them, he used to butt them round the
room with his head, as if he were a goat, and for this reason
got his second nickname, " Butt-head*" No one, seemingly,
had power to control him, except his nurse, an Englishwoman
with the engaging De-la-Mareish name of Mrs* Twopenny,
who Sometimes slapped him, though she rarely had to punish
him at all, so fond was he of her, so fond was she of him* His
brother, John Howard, was his chief companion out of doors,
but although he felt for him, as he felt for his whole family,
a strong love, he seems strangely to have been irritated by
him* John asserted that Charley was jealous of him, and
perhaps he was, though there seemed to be no occasion for